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LUCC states sup
port for domestic
partner benefits
by

C h arley S haw

In addition to married facul
ty and staff members, domestic
partners might soon be eligible
for university benefits.
A resolution passed at the
Nov. 19 General Council of the
Lawrence University Commu
nity Council directs that the
Faculty Committee on Benefits
“investigate the logistics of
extending all spousal benefits
to domestic partners” and sub
mit its findings to the General
Council on May 1, 1997. The
resolution also called for the
issue validines to all domestic
partners of university employ
ees.
LUCC acknowledged a
domestic partner to be “any
cohabitating significant other
of the same or opposite sex who,
for whatever reason, is not
married to the Lawrence Uni
versity faculty or staff member.
LUCC President Sarah
Schott said that the Committee
on Benefits will determine case
by case whether or not two indi
viduals demonstrate a valid
commitment eligible for bene
fits.
The council unanimously
passed the resolution, save one
abstention, and expressed hope
that the resolution will be acted
upon.
“(Recognizing
domestic
partnerships] is an increasingly
growing thing th at’s going on
...” said Small House Rep.
Jacob Yamell. “It would reflect
very positively on Lawrence as
a place of employment.”
In addition to a balancing of
the benefits employees’ spouses
and employees’ domestic part
ners enjoy, several other rea
sons for the resolution were
mentioned.
•The current benefit policy
is inconsistent with the univer
sity’s non-discrimination policy.
•ACM schools Carleton Col
lege and Grinell College, and
the City of Madison, have
established domestic partner
benefits.
•Failure
to
recognize
domestic partners might “dis
courage qualified and desirable
continued to page 3
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Electrical shutdown quiets the campus
BY SUHEL K A N U G A

In an experience which per
haps prompted thought about
the wondrous ways in which
science promotes our comfort
and well-being, students at
Lawrence got a glimpse of a

bland life—life without elec
tricity.
On Nov. 15, there was a
campus-wide power shutdown
from 6 a.m. to approximately
2:30 p.m., due to the relocation
of Lawrence’s substation to a
new site ju st east of the
Buchanan-Kiewit Center. The

procedure was necessary in
order to accommodate the new
social sciences building being
constructed
south
of
Youngchild.
Moving the substation—the
main transform er bringing
electricity into the university—
involved moving power and

IS

Juniors Michael Moudry as Roland and Mary McNamara as Zillah.
photo by Natasha Breen

Term I play takes stage
by

E liz a b e t h A t h e n s

Often an audience views a
play only to lose in terest
halfway through the first act.
This lack of interest may stem
from unfam iliarity with the
play and, if it is a historical
play, the social and political
events surrounding it. To
avoid such disinterest in A
Bright Room Called Day, this
term ’s m ainstage production,
I consulted Fred Gaines, who
explained the play’s historical
background.
A Bright Room Called Day
takes place mainly in 1932
Germany, as Hitler begins to
gain political momentum. The
tim e setting of the play, how
ever, does not rem ain con
stant; it shifts from the pre
sent to the past, like a series
of snapshots.
The play begins with a

contemporary woman, Zillah
(M ary
M cNamara), who
explains to the audience th a t
she does not feel as her Jew 
ish parents did. To relate bet
ter to her family, she, along
w ith the audience, is tran s
ported to a Berlin apartm ent
in 1932, and acts as a witness
to the events th a t transpire
there. These events do not
run in a continuous stream;
th e characters often speak
directly to the audience,
bringing us back to the pre
sen t day. This splicing of
time, along with slides of facts
and photographs th a t flash
throughout the play, give it a
Brechtian sense, fusing reali
ty with fantasy.
At the apartment, the
audience meets a circle of
friends that includes every
one from a rising German
movie star, Paulinka (Nil
Senanayake), to a Communist

artist, Gotchling (Frances
Chewning). When the group
is first introduced to the audi
ence, there is only a slight air
of apprehension at H itler’s
gradual rise to power. One of
the characters, Agnes (Jessie
Gonior), states, “We live in
Berlin. It’s 1932. I feel rela
tively safe.”
This naive sense of securi
ty cracks as Hitler starts to
exert pressure on liberal caus
es. The friends, who had pre
viously felt a p a rt of the
majority, find themselves in
the shrinking minority. As
the play progresses, the audi
ence sees how each of the
individuals is systematically
targeted by the government:
th e Communist artist goes
into hiding, while another
friend, a gay man, is forced to
flee the country. As each charcontinued to page 4

steam lines, then tying them
in.
John Moder of Physical
Plant said, “Unfortunately it
was a very time-consuming
work, and the shutdown would
not have decreased in duration
if we had more people. We did
everything we could to make it
as short as possible.”
In addition to workers from
Superior Electric and the Wis
consin Michigan Power Co.,
there were also three universi
ty electricians assisting. Fire
prevention and security officers
were on hand.
Commenting on the date
chosen, Moder said, “We chose
the weekend with the least
amount of activity on campus.”
However, not everyone
could be appeased by a single
choice.
“I didn’t wake up till noon
and then my milk was spoiled,”
said Freshman Jenny Gilge.
For some students, the elec
tricity shutdown provided an
opportunity to try new things.
“Have you ever taken a cold
shower in the dark?” asked
Sophomore Jon Clapham. “It’s
quite an experience.”
To make sure that certain
essential electrical functions
continued w ithout interrup
tion, physical plant did provide
some emergency power during
the outage.
For instance, emergency
power was provided to the
Chapel, in order to keep the
organ at a warm temperature.
Also, power was provided in
Youngchild Hall to keep lowtem perature freezers in opera
tion.
The basement of Downer
was lit to enable the cooks to
prepare food for the students.
Also, perhaps on a lighter note,
power was provided to the Beta
house to operate a conveyor
belt. The Betas removed from
their basement ten tons of sand
brought in for their “Beach
Party” held Saturday night.
The campus may experi
ence another power outage in
mid-spring, as the university is
exploring the possibility of
improving the power factor,
which may necessitate the
installation of some capacitors.
L aw rentian S t a f f Writers
Jenny Gilchrist and Charley
S h a w contributed to this
report.
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What’s on at
Lawrence?
Thursday’s Events
C onservatory forum
A forum entitled “German
Organ Music of the Baroque”
will be presented by Jan et
Anthony and George Edward
Damp. The event is scheduled
to begin a t 11:10 a.m. in
Memorial Chapel.
A rtist’s talk
A lecture by Prof. M. Holly
Cohn entitled “Words Put to
Images, Images P u t Into
Words.” The talk will start at
4:30 p.m. in Wriston Audito
rium.
Student recital
Rena Takahashi will per
form on the piano in the
Music-Drama Center, H arper
Hall, at 8:00 p.m.
Term I Play
Fred Gaines will direct the
play “A Bright Room Called
Day,” w ritten by Tony Kushner. The performance begins at
8:00 p.m.; tickets are 8 dol
lars for adults and 4 dollars
for senior citizens and stu 
dents.

Friday’s Events
LU Men’s B asketball
The Viking Tip-Off-Tourney with Cornell, M arian,
and M artin Luther begins at
6:15 p.m. in Alexander Gym.
Film
The OM Film Series pre
sents “Barton Fink,” begin
ning at 7:15 p.m. in Worces
ter Auditorium, Wriston, to
be followed at 9:45 p.m. by
“Raising Arizona.”
Term I Play
Second Performance of “A
Bright Room Called D ay.”
Performance begins at 8:00
p.m. Tickets are 4 dollars for
students and senior citizens,
8 for adults.
Sym phonic C oncert
Susan Radcliff conducts
the LU Symphonic Band at
8:00 p.m. in the Chapel.

Saturday’s Events
LU Men’s B asketball
The Viking Tip-Off Tour
ney w ith Cornell, M arian,
and M artin Luther continues
at 1:00 p.m. in A lexander
Gym.
LU Women’s B ask etb all
The LU Women’s B asket
ball team will play the U.W.
W hitewater team at 5:30 p.m.
in Alexander Gym.

continued to page 4

LUCC tackles campus housing issues
by

T a m a r a A m ic k

On Nov. 7, the LUCC Resi
dence Life Committee held a
meeting at Plantz Hall open to
all students with questions and
concerns about housing issues.
The committee consists of six
people: three students and
three staff members. Linda
Barkin, Henry Newcomb and
Nancy Truesdell are the staff
representatives and Chris
Varas, Erin Haight and Rajesh
Shahani are the student repre
sentatives to the committee.
The committee members
began by describing their goals
and purposes for the year. The
Residence Life Committee deals
with any issues relating to the
way students live at Lawrence,
and committee members stated
that they welcome any ques
tions or concerns at their week
ly meetings in the Coffeehouse.
After discussion with the pre
senter and within the commit
tee, recommendations for policy
changes will be taken to the
LUCC General Council.
The committee also empha
sized that it will strive to keep
students well informed of any
and all occurrences on campus
related to residence life, and to
curtail some of the misconcep
tions and misinformation that
often centers around housing
issues.
One student began the dis
cussion by expressing concern
about the smoking policy for
residence halls. Several stu
dents said that smoke often fil
ters into non-smokers’ rooms
from smokers’ open doors. The
committee replied that LUCC
does not have control over
smoking policies for the resi
dence halls; all decisions
regarding smoking are made by
each individual residence hall.
Kohler is the only exception
because of its substance-free

If new houses become avail
houses are to be used, there is
time to make sure they meet able, some students suggested
housing codes and include them reserving them as sorority
in the lottery third term. There houses. The committee respond
are different building regula ed that not all students on cam
tions for a group of students liv pus would agree with that deci
ing together than there would sion. The sorority members pre
be for the same house if a fami sent also said that they would
ly were livng there. Bringing a prefer to have all three sorori
house up to code can involve ties geographically close to one
anything from changing or cre another, similar to the fraterni
ating new entrances and exits ty quadrangle. The committee
to installing fire systems. Also, argued that it would not be like
some of these houses still have ly for the houses opening up to
interiors designed for single- be near each other, and raised
family homes. Such houses the possiblity th at only two
would require renovation to cre houses would become available
ate separate student rooms. By instead of three. The sorority
the third term student lottery, representatives replied that,
even if the houses were not ren temporarily, they might consid
ovated there would have to be er having all three sororities
within the two houses with the
at least a visual plan.
Another possibility would be promise that a third would open
to buy more buildings for stu up soon so that each sorority
dents to live in. If any new hous could have its own house. In the
es were bought, the plan would end, the committee suggested
not only have to be approved by that the sororities develop a
LUCC but also by the Presiden plan and approach LUCC
tial Council and the Board of directly.
Another student asked
Trustees, since they rule upon
about
the procedure for acquir
any financial expenditures.
Several students asked ing a theme house for next year.
about the possibility of creating Interested students can attend
sorority houses. One student an informational meeting later
stated that it is important for in the year where they will
the sororities to have their own learn how to apply for a house .
houses in order to preserve and Those groups who apply with
unify the sororities. Others acceptable themes are weighed
argued that the sorority houses by the computer-generated lot
should be allowed houses just as tery numbers students receive
are the fraternities. To this, the third term. The groups with the
committee responded that the lowest average lottery number
national chapters had built the for all three terms are chosen to
fraternity
houses,
and live in the houses. This proce
Lawrence University
had dure is also outlined in the stu
promised not to take a house dent handbook and more infor
away from a fraternity unless mation will be distributed early
its charter itself was revoked. third term.
Finally, a student was inter
One fraternity was lost, and
ested
in Kohler’s success this
Draheim was created as a
year
as
a substance-free resi
result.
dence
hall.
Last year, many stu
Students noted that there
dents
chose
Kohler simply
were sorority houses in the past
because
it
was
one of few resi
that were lost some time ago.
dence
halls
to
still
have rooms
One sorority’s local chapter said
open.
Many
of
these
students,
that it would support the soror
ity’s efforts and suggested that however, did not feel obligated
it try to find housing in Apple to follow the substance-free
ton. However, the committee rules. The committee replied
stated that sorority members that the policy has been more
living off-campus might cause successful this year, probably
problems for others who must because of the separate room
Midwest president m eeting follow the on-campus housing selection held for interested stu
dents.
th is w eekend in W arch’s policy.
place. During his absence,
though, he was always in con
tact with Harrison.
Warch
has
recovered
almost fully from the surgery,
Jewelry
which lasted two and a half
Unique Gifts
hours and took place a t the
Appleton Medical Center.
Clothing
The physical therapy th a t he
was undergoing for his left
Imported from India,
knee, which was operated on
in September, has been put
Asia, S. America
on hold until he recovers from
his la te st surgery. W arch
Monday
10-8
rem arked “once my knee is
Tuesday
10-6
rehabbed, [I’ll be] w alking
Wednesday
10-6
Thursday
10-9
with more comfort,” a refer
Friday
10-9
ence to his recovery from his
113 E. College Ave.
Saturday
10-5
latest surgery.
Downtown

policy. Most likely, people will
always be permitted to smoke
in their rooms. The committee
suggested th at the students
should begin by trying to come
to some kind of compromise
with the smoking party.
Several students asked
about plans to expand housing
options in light of the current
housing crisis. The committee
agreed that Lawrence is now up
to 95% occupancy of rooms,
which is good economically
because it cuts costs but it also
lowers students’ choices. There
are still people living in some of
the lounges, and some students
at the meeting were concerned
th at these people would be
forced out even though they
might want to stay now that
they are settled in.
The committee replied that
on the other hand, some stu
dents in these areas would like
to see the lounges back in use.
They stated that if one student
in a double leaves, the other
student would need to move as
well. Consolidation is currently
taking place to open up some of
the lounges, but the committee
stated that lounges with double
occupancy would not be affected
at least for the time being.
When asked what possibili
ties were being investigated to
create more housing, the com
mittee stated that something
must be done soon, since the
current housing shortage will
only get worse next year, as the
incoming freshman class will
exceed the number of this year’s
graduates. Lawrence owns sev
eral small houses that are cur
rently being used for rental and
income property, and the com
mittee is investigating using
these for student housing next
year.
These decisions will most
likely be made sometime during
second term so that if these

Warch feeling better,
back at work
by

Jo h n D r a k e

“I’m feeling a lot b etter”
was the response Rik Warch
gave when asked about his
condition
following
his
prostate surgery in late Octo
ber. While Warch was absent
from his office for a short
period of tim e following the
surgery, he is now working
eight to ten hours alm ost
every day.
During Warch’s leave, his
position was filled prim arily
by Dean of Faculty Harrison,
though m any other people
took on the responsibilities of
the absent president. H arri
son, who ran P aren ts’ Week
end, is also slated to go to the
A ssociated Colleges of the

hardly ever

731 -2885

Sunday

12-4
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Car vandalism dis
rupts parent’s visit
BY SUHEL KANUGA

On Saturday, Oct. 26, in a
bitter tw ist to an otherwise
joyous occasion, the car of a
visiting p aren t was badly
damaged by vandals.
A 1994 Ford Escort
belonging to senior French
major N atalee H artw ig’s
mother suffered $1200 worth
of damage while parked in the
Chapel lot. A pparently, a
large rock situated in front of
the Chapel was uprooted and
throw n into th e passenger
door, sm ashing the window
and denting the entire door.
Alan Bolyard, head of
security, commented th a t this
sort of vandalism is a citywide problem. On average,
about two to three cases are
reported on cam pus every
year, though la st y ear as
m any as six cases were
reported. In most cases van
dals damage the car; some
times, theft also occurs.
The th ree p arking lots
where vandalism is most like
ly to occur are the Chapel lot,
the Washington St. lot, and
the tennis court lot.
In an effort to curb the
problem, Bolyard said securi
ty tries to patrol campus often
and go through the lots using
spotlights to detect any activ
ity. Also, security officers
work w ith th e Appleton

police, who help w ith the su r
veillance of the lots.
Typically, th e vandals
“move in, move out”, in a
quick, planned fashion. Secu
rity
officer Jim
F oust
observed, “Any person w ith
experience stealing or causing
damage in a college environ
m ent will carefully watch the
routine of the campus securi
ty.” He added, “O ur internal
policy is to avoid any sort of
routine procedure, making it
hard for the vandals to cor
rectly estim ate our position.”
“U nderstandably, it is
hard for a sm all security
force, sometimes as small as
one person, to be all over an
80-acre campus,” echoed secu
rity officer Rick G uenther. He
added th a t campus security
does m ake an a ttem p t to
patrol as much as they possi
bly can, especially in areas
prone to vandalism , and
strongly encouraged students
to immediately call security if
they noticed anything amiss.
Hartwig was understand
ing of the security officers’
position, saying she did not
blame them for w hat hap
pened. She concluded, “I ju st
don’t understand how people
can get pleasure out of such
an im m ature act ... which is
why I don’t th in k it is a
Lawrence stu d en t who did
this.”

An LUCC article in th e Nov. 7 issue
should have stated th a t cats will not
be p e rm itte d in Sage H all. The
L aw ren tian reg rets these errors.

Clare Booth Luce Memorial
Scholarships established at
Lawrence
by

S taff w r it e r

In recognition of its strong
science program , Lawrence
University has been awarded
a $104,000 grant by the Hen
ry Luce Foundation to sup
port science education for
women.
The grant will establish
two merit-based Clare Booth
Luce scholarships, which will
pay all educational expenses
for two of L aw rence’s top
women science students dur
ing their junior and senior
years, including support for
summer research projects.
The C lare Booth Luce
Fund was established in 1989

to encourage women of talent
to achieve th eir potential in
the sciences.
According to a recent
national study conducted by
Project Kaleidescope, a W ash
ington, D.C.-based higher
education alliance, Lawrence
ranked in the top seven per
cent of all four-year in stitu 
tions as a baccalaureate
source of n atu ral science doc
to rates earned by women.
Based on a percentage of its
g rad u ates, Law rence had
more students go on to earn a
Ph.D. in the natu ral sciences
during the 12-year study time
frame than any other college
in Wisconsin.

LUCC makes several non-binding resolutions
____________ continued from page 1

persons” from seeking employ
ment at Lawrence.
•The current policy may
make faculty and staff feel
“uncomfortable, unappreciated,
and marginalized.”
•Policies based on equality
will attract more students
•Lawrence
University
should “take the initiative as an
intellectual and social leader in
the community.
In other business, the coun
cil received the results of the
Coffeehouse smoking survey.
The results tabulated by the
Polling, Elections, and Leader
ship Committee recorded 49.2%
of the 453 returned surveys in
opposition to smoking in the
Coffeehouse. Furthermore, the
49.2% voiced the opinion that
they would not patronize a
smoking-permitted
Coffee
house.
The results were recorded
by residence hall.
Questions five and six of the
survey relating to preference for
and participation with a smok
ing-permitted Coffeehouse were
tabulated together. Among
halls that fervently preferred
smoking and would go to the
Coffeehouse if smoking were
allowed included Ormsby Hall
(28 votes yes-yes), Trever
Hall(26 votes yes-yes) and Sage
Hall (18 votes yes-yes). Halls
th a t expressed the opposite
were the smoke-free Kohler
Hall (55 votes no-no) and Colman Hall (32 votes no-no).
Halls such as Kohler were
clearly anti-smoking, while
halls like Sage were evenly
split.
“The campus has shown
that it wants a non-smoking
Coffeehouse,” said Coffeehouse
President Shannon Sackett,
“and we are here to back that
up ... and say that the Coffee
house will remain non-smokmg.
Of those who returned the
survey, 27.3% said they would
like to see the Coffeehouse
allow smoking. An additional
22.7% said that they preferred
non-smoking but would still vis
it the Coffeehouse despite a
smoking policy change.
Though the topic was not on
the agenda, the council recog
nized the need to renew Kohler
Hall as a substance-free dorm
due to the issue of first-year
housing options in December to
early admission applicants.
Instead of retaining a yearby-year designation of Kohler
as substance free, the council
decided to make it substancefree indefinitely.
Kohler Rep. Rahul Kalsi
was concerned about the sud
denness of the decision and said
that his constituents were not
aware of the decision. Also,
Ormsby Rep. Brian VanDenzen
said that he opposed the indefi
nite partitioning of Kohler as
substance-free because LUCC
should review the decision peri

odically.
The nature by which penal
ties for substance violation poli
cy are to be established in
Kohler was changed. Currently
the policy mandates the dis
missal and fining of a student
upon the second substance
offense.
Residence Life Committee
Chair Chris Varas suggested
that the wording of the hand
book be changed to allow the
Kohler hall director to develop
substance policies that in turn
would be presented to the hall
council.
The legislation was unani
mously approved.
These policies are to be
implemented at the beginning
of each academic year.
Discussion
potentially
restricting rabbits from the res
idence halls was discussed after
being tabled at the Nov. 5 meet
ing. During the interim, Schott
conferred with adjunct profes
sor and rabbit-dander authority
Dr. Muthiah.
Schott said th at Muthiah
instructed her not to allow rab
bits in a dormitory space where
students may suffer allergic
reactions.
According to Muthiah, expo
sure to certain animals includ
ing rabbits increases the possi
bility that people will develop
allergies. He also said that rab
bits are a catalyst to mites
which could be another source
of allergy catastrophe.

The council unanimously
rejected a motion to allow rab
bits, thus sending them the way
of the their predecessors: dogs
and cats.
A resolution was passed to
recommend to physical plant,
the upgrade of Plantz and Trev
er kitchens.
The council also approved a
new publication called M id 
n ig h t T ennis. Presented by
Sophomore John Drake, the
publication will feature both
critical and literary submis
sions.
The Finance Committee
approved funding for the Yoda
house, M ulticultural Affairs
Committee, and the modern
dance organization Melee. The
Finance Committee rejected a
$700 funding request from the
Viking Room. Finance Commit
tee Chair Abir Sen said that the
money, which would have been
used for a jazz band, would
have been unequally distrib
uted among 3/4 of the students
who are under 21.
Schott said that expansion
of current parking facilities will
be a future topic of discussion.
In preparation for next ter
m’s LUCC presidential and vice
presidential elections, candi
date information packets are
available at the information
desk in Memorial Union. Peti
tions with 150 signatures will
be due on Jan. 8. The election is
scheduled for Jan. 13.
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931 W. Racine St

729-4029

NEW LISTINGS!
‘92 Ford Ranger
V 6 ,66,000 miles............................*5,995
‘92 Pontiac Sunbird
4 dr., loaded, 63,000 m iles
’5,995
*86 Buick Century
4 dr., 68,000 m ile s ....................... *2,995
*90 Susuki Swift
4 dr., 62,000 miles...........................*3,995
‘87 Dodge Raider 4x4, a u t o
*4,995
‘87 B M W 325si, black......................... *6,995
‘93 Chev Lumina Euro
black, loaded!................................ *7,995
‘89 Chev Celebrity Wagon
79,000 M iles.................................. *3,995
‘90 Cadillac Seville
black, 85,000 miles....................... *9,995
‘86 Toyota Celica G T
2 dr., loaded, s u n ro o f.................. *3,995
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What’s on at
Lawrence?
continued f rom page 2

S a tu rd a y ’s E v e n ts
continued
Film
The OM Film Series pre
sents the second showings of
“Barton Fink” and “Raising
Arizona”. Shows begin at 7:15
p.m. and 9:45 p.m., respec
tively.
Term I Play
Closing night of “A Bright
Room Called Day,” directed
by Fred Gaines. Tickets are 4
dollars for stu d en ts and
senior citizens, 8 for adults.
LU H ockey
The U niversity of Mis
souri at St. Louis hockey
team comes to the Tri-County
Ice Arena to play at 8:00 p.m.
Admission is free for LU stu 
dents, 1 dollar for others.
LSO Concert
The Lawrence Symphony
O rchestra, conducted by
Bridget Michaele Reischl,
and featuring Peter Kolkay
on the bassoon, winner of this
year’s LSO Concerto Compe
tition, will be playing in the
Memorial Chapel at 8:00 p.m.
S u n d a y ’s E v e n ts
LU H ockey
The U niversity of Mis
souri at St. Louis hockey
team plays the LU Hockey
team at the Tri-County Ice
Arena. Tickets are free for LU
students, 1 dollar for others;
the game starts at 1:30 p.m.
Talent Search
The M asterCard Acts
national talen t search will
hold auditions in Stansbury
Theatre, Music-Drama Cen
ter, at 3:00 p.m.
D inner
The SAI Madrigal Dinner
will be held in the Colman
Dining Hall at 6:00 p.m. Tick
ets are 25 dollars and can
only be bought in advance.
Concert
The Arts Academy String
Orchestra and Philharmonic
will be playing in concert at
Appleton North High School,
at 7:00 p.m.
C oncert
The Percussion Ensemble
will be conducted by Dane
Richeson in a performance at
8:00 p.m. in the Memorial
Chapel.

International students adjust to life at Lawrence
when my host family began such as smoking and drink
speaking a very different lan ing.
“In Russia, you study in
For any freshm an having guage. They were thinking
and
speaking
in
English
all
th
e
university and every
difficulty
ad ju stin g
to
th
e
tim
e.
The
accent
was
body’s
uncertain about every
Lawrence, it is easy to imag
w
hat
I
expected
but
when
it
thing.
Here they know they
ine the trials of international
came
time
th
a
t
you
had
to
can
study
and they can have
students trying to adjust not
speak
fast,
it
was
really
diffi
fun.
In
Russia
people are
only to life at Lawrence but
cult.
In
Russian
I
could
speak
much
more
concerned;
they
also to life in a completely dif
faster
and
put
more
vibrant
th
in
k
of
future
life
much
ferent country.
more,” said Demin. “
The first and most obvious language in it.”
After the initial im pres
“The whole system of edu
difficulty for new internation
al students is the language. sions, deeper social issues cation in Russia is different,”
Charles Lauter, dean of in ter often arise for those living in he continued. “You take class
n atio n al stu d en ts, noted, another country. Very often es w ith the same group of
“Most international students there are profound value dif people. Here everybody is
who come to Lawrence have ferences th a t students con much more concerned about
had lots of experience in w rit front when immersed in a studying for one subject. Peo
ing English but many have new culture. Such value dif ple in Russia ju st can’t afford
not had a lot of opportunity to ferences can make students to study ju st one thing. They
speak or listen to English feel out of place. Conversely, don’t have the motives to
things th a t in the person’s study. In the U.S., things are
being spoken.”
Even when students are own culture are highly valued certain. You know w hat you
highly proficient in the lan may not be valued at all in will be doing in ten years and
guage, they often have to the host culture.
you have your parents’ exam
“Appleton’s very conserva ple and you can see w hat will
adjust to a different accent if
they have prim arily learned tive . . . ” said Farzana Mitha, happen with your life.”
B ritish English. Also, it can a freshm an from Bombay,
Some of the social differ
initially be very difficult to “Americans are supposed to ences between the host cul
have to constantly think in be more liberal, so you’re kind tu re and the student’s own
and listen to a second lan of shocked ... I expected peo culture may be incredibly
guage; the concentration this ple to be more open-minded. subtle.
requires can become very At the beginning of the school
“T hat’s one of the reasons
w earying for in tern atio n al y ear we had Ethnic Man why we have a very specific
come who talked about dis
students.
international student orien
Dima Demin, a transfer crim ination in th e U nited ta tio n ,” said L auter. “We
stu d en t from R ussia, also S tates. In India, everyone spend time with them talking
commented on some of the comes from different places. about the academic differ
language
difficulties. No one would even notice.”
Some laws in the United ences and the social differ
Although he has had some
ences
th a t
they
will
English instruction for ten States also cause frustration
years, he stated, “The first big for in tern atio n al students,
surprise was the language, especially those reflecting dif
ferent attitu d es on issues ____________ continued from page 1
acter is pressed to decide
w hether to stay or leave Ger
many, the bonds of tr u s t
Due dates for applications for ACM programs and other
among them visibly disinte
off-campus programs. Those applying for the German Semi
grate. The play documents a
n ar in Kassel and Munich for Fall, 1997, should see Profes
close group of friends, w anti
sor Molina-Ray ASAP. Those applying for the Spanish Sem
ng only to protect one anoth
inar in Peru for the Fall, 1997 program should see Professor
er, slowly being pulled apart
Armacanqui-Tipacti ASAP.
by outside social and political
pressure.
January 15
A Bright Room Called Day
Oak Ridge Science Semester.
was w ritten by Tony Kirchner, and is directed by Fred
J an u a ry 26
Gaines. The production runs
Associated China Program
from November 21-23, at 8:00
Chinese Studies
p.m. in Stansbury Theatre. Jap an Studies
Reverand
M artin
W ashingotn Semester
Niemoeller once said. . .
W ilderness Field Station (Early decision for Summer,
F irst they came for the
1997)
socialists, and I did not speak
by

T a m a r a A mick

encounter w hen they are
here.”
Often, however, the social
differences are so subtle th a t
the student has to experience
them in order to realize w hat
is going on.
One s tu d e n t said, “In
India, you can tell a person’s
class m uch more. H ere,
everyone w ears jeans and a
sw eatshirt.”
Sometimes students may
be afraid of doing or saying
the wrong thing. Dean Lauter
said, “Talking w ith someone
in th a t host cu ltu re and
beginning to pick up on some
of those cues can help a great
deal.”
P ressu re to succeed is
an o th er problem for m any
international students.
“For m any international
students, th ere’s a lot of pride
in th a t fact th a t they’ve been
able to come to a different
country in order to study,”
said Lauter.
Their families and com
m unities may expect them to
do very well, increasing the
pressure. Many international
students emphasized the aca
demic differences between
the United States and their
own countries.
“In India you have to learn
a lot of things by heart. Here
continued to page 8

Term I play takes stage

Study Abroad Deadlines

February 17
Chicago Arts
Czech Program
Florence
Intercollegiate Center for Classical Studies in Rome
Knox Program in Besancon
Latin American Culture and Society
Russian Program in Krasnodar
Tropical Field Research (Early decision for Spring, 1998)
Urban Education
M arch 3
India (Early decision for 1998 program)
Newberry Library
U rban Studies
W ilderness Field Station (regular decision for Summer,
1997)
Zimbabwe (Early decision for Spring, 1998)

out—because I was not a
socialist. Then they came for
the trade unionists, and I did
not speak out—because I was
not a trade unionist. Then
they came fot the Jews, and I
did not speak out—because I
was not a Jew. Then they
came for me and there was no
one left to speak for me.
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New welfare bill may hurt American children
by

R u ssell H a l l, N S N S

On Aug. 22, P re si
dent Clinton signed a wel
fare reform bill into law
which m any experts claim
will send an additional 1.1
m illion kids into poverty
over the next six years.
The p recip ita to r of
this domino effect is th e P er
sonal R esponsibility and
Work O pportunity Act, oth
erwise known as th e new
welfare law. Among other
things, the law will cut food
stam p funding by $27.7 bil
lion over six years. Overall,

$54 billion in program s for
th e im poverished will be
slashed during the six-year
period.
Federal welfare fund
ing is frozen for most states
through 2002, and individual
states are no longer required
to provide assistance to poor
fam ilies. Aid to Fam ilies
w ith D ependent C hildren
(AFDC) has been elim inated,
ending the six-decade federal
gu arantee of cash assistance
to children and fam ilies liv
ing in poverty.
C urrently, more th a n
one in four American chil
dren under the age of 12 are

Schuller convocation
enlightening
by

E l iz a b e t h A t h e n s

I must admit—I attended the
Nov. 14 convocation with a bit of
apprehension. I w as unaware
that the subject of the convoca
tion dwelt in the realm of music
and musical style when I agreed
to write this article. Upon discov
ering that the title was “New
Dimensions in Jazz and Modern
Music,” I was overcome with an
intense sensation of regret at my
enthusiastic agreem ent. How
was I to write about new dimen
sions in jazz and modern music
when I had been unaware of
their previous ones?
Unable to renege on this little
contract with the editors of the
Lawrentian, I steeled m yself and
hoped that Gunther Schuller’s
discussion would not be based on
some abstract music theory and
would make sense to someone
like myself, whose most striking
musical experience had been
singing “Shenandoah” in third
grade chorus class. Miraculously
enough, I found the convocation
to be thoroughly comprehensible.
As I listened to G unther
Schuller speak, my initial fears
began to subside. He spoke in
broad generalizations that could
be applied to any art form, but
used music as his working exam 
ple, as it is his area of expertise.
Schuller expressed his dis
taste for labeling music, whether
the label is New World, Classical
or even Third Stream—a name
he him self coined. Labels, accord
ing to his speech, stifle creativity;

instead of being fully expressive,
music ends up contained by the
dictates of a certain style.
Schuller asserted that the musi
cal world is overwhelm ingly
diverse, and that the multitude
of various styles should blend
into one another, instead of being
rigidly defined.
His primary example of fused
musical styles was jazz combined
with modern classical, but he
seemed to embrace the idea of
combining any styles that initial
ly appear incompatible. Finding
a method of fusing Turkish
music, which is microtonal and
asym m etrical, with the often
rigid sym m etry o f W estern
m usic, according to Gunther
Schuller, would produce a new
style, a new linguistics, leading
us to continually question, “What
is music? What can be music?”
Schuller asserted that, if peo
ple are willing to discard musical
categories as well as their nar
row definitions of what is and is
not m usic, then the m usical
scene could become that much
more rewarding. Styles would be
as diverse as the people willing to
compose; the musical linguistics
each composer employs would be
dictated by his or her heritage
and life experiences. Like
snowflakes, no two styles would
ever be alike. If the whole realm
of music could be explored, how
refreshing it would be.
I think even I can understand
that.

hungry, and the childhood
poverty ra te hovers around
12 percent. Many observers
estim ate th a t the childhood
poverty rate will increase by
10 percent due to the new
law.
“This richly blessed
nation doesn’t have to allow
one in four American chil- ,
dren to suffer hunger,” said
Rev. David Beckm ann, presi
dent of Bread for the World.
“But slashing or dism antling
the national n u trition pro
gram s will make childhood
h u n g er even more w ide
spread.”
Bread for the World
(BFW) is a C hristian citi
zens’ movement which coor
d in ates letter-w ritin g cam 
paigns to Congress, alerting
representatives to the ongo
ing problem of child hunger
and urging support for legis

-

9

\

lation to combat the problem.
Bread for the World
C am pus
O rganizer
S tephanie Siedel said th a t
the w elfare bill was passed
in a bipartisan effort to bal
ance the budget. She a ssert
ed th a t C ongress would
“w eaken w elfare anyday
before cu ttin g th e defense
budget.”
“I t’s a general attack
on w elfare,” Siedel said.
“The w ar against poverty has
tu rn ed into the w ar against
the poor.”
M any college s tu 
d en ts and s tu d e n t groups
have become active in BFW
program s in recent years.
S tudent Giulia C am panaro
has gotten involved w ith the
latest BFW cam paign at Villanova University.
“T his
cam paign
allows those who w ant to

D e p r e s s io n

** I

is

a b u n ch

help hungry children do so
through effective lobbying of
th eir representatives,” Cam 
panaro said.
W ith S iedel’s help,
participating students gain a
w orking
know ledge
of
hunger and the tools of polit
ical activism. BFW members
are up d ated w ith eig h t
new sletters a y ear plus a
cam pus action guide and a
letter-w riting cam paign kit.
Siedel said th a t s tu 
dents will keep w riting le t
te rs until Congress realizes
th ere is a cure for hunger.
Beckmann said BFW
m em bers fought to disallow
the w elfare bill, but since it
passed, they are working to
lim it th e law ’s effects and
encourage new legislation to
im prove n u tritio n a l p ro
grams.

o f s y m p to m s
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w e a k p e o p le .
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s tr ik e

anyone.

Straightening out all the misconceptions, the correct answer is b . It's a concept we should all understand and remember, and here s
why. Depression stnkes millions ot young adults, but only 1 out ot 5 ever seeks treatment tor it. Too many just drag themselves along
or eventually seek reliet through suicide. Why not treatment? Partly lack of awareness. Partly
the unwarranted negative stigma. This is what needs fixing. This is where we need you to
change your attitudes. It's an illness, not a weakness. And it's readily treatable.

UNTREATED
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Spreading the word and making this common knowledge is everybody's assignment.
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* 1 Cause of Suicide

http://www.save.org

Public Service message from SAWE (Suicide Awareness .Voices of Education)

WAREHOUSE
— Ouy— Sell—T r a d e —

a n y

J a zz " R od e " C u a n o u

I used
d l

INSTANT CREDIT
Guaranteed Credit Cards With Credit Limits
Up To $ 10,000 W ithin Days!
No Credit. No Job. No Parent-Signer. No Security Deposit!

no credit • bad credit • no income?
You Can Qualify To Receive
Two Of The Most Widely Used .
Credit Cards In The World Today!
Want VISA & MasterCard Credit Cards?

•

R « B

C o n n e ry

a n y

" Gmc~ ‘“ km*~ ' IW R “1~ “ ‘
""

C D 's

M A K E

G R E A T

G I F T S ! !

""

used
cd !

|

214 E . C o lle g e A re .

A ppleton
8 3 2 -8 8 8 1
c o u p o n e x p ir e s 12/31/96

O R D E R

F O R M

YES!

St u d e n t Cr e di t Se r v i c e s
P .O . Box 220645
I want Credit Cards iamediately. Ho l l y w o o d . FL 33022
100% GUARANTEED!
Name
Address
City
Phone (

Stale

Zip

)

Signature

Guaranteed SI0,000 In Credit!

TH E LAWRENTIAN EDITORIALS THURSDAY, NOVEMBER

HEvI

1996

&CI EMC C

o

HCY! XT’S
L g l'S

JU ST

TfV/

THIS ME XT W££K!

by

E ditorial P olicy
-All submissions to the editorials page must be turned in to the
Lawrentian no later than 11 p.m. on the Sunday before publication. They
must be submitted on computer disks in Macintosh format.
-The Lawrentian reserves the right to print any subm issions recieved
after the above deadline, and to edit each submission for clarity, decency,
and grammar.
-Letters to the editor may not be more than 350 words, and will be edit
ed for clarity, decency, and grammar.
-Guest editorials may be arranged by contacting the editor-in-chief or
the editorials editor at least a week in advance of the publishing date.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Bhatt’s insinuations are factless, unresearched

To th e E ditor:
I am w ritin g in
response to H ru sh it B h a t
t ’s article, “The L a w re n t
ian: W here Does It S ta n d ? ”
W hile Mr. B h a tt m akes
some valid p oints in his
For m ore inform ation please contact:
C harley Shaw , Editor-in-chief a t x6768 or
article on th e relevance
H ru sh it B hatt, Editorials Editor a t x7210
and resp ectab ility of th e
c u rre n t L aw ren tian , his
m ajor p oints a re often
he
a w r e n t ia n
overshadow ed by his lack
of re search and poor jo u r 
The Lawrentian, USPS 306-680, is published
nalism .
twice-monthly, thirteen times a year while classes
Allow me to s ta r t w ith
are in session, and is distributed free of charge to
his exam ple of Amy P roc
students, faculty, and staff on the Lawrence Uni
tor, h ead of a th le tic s, as
versity campus. Mail subscriptions are twenty dollars per year. Sec
actin g in a “sh am efu l and
ond-class postage paid at Appleton, Wisconsin. POSTMASTER:
w holly sick en in g b eh av io r”
send address changes to The Lawrentian, 115 S. Drew, Appleton,
by not in v e stig a tin g into
WI 54911.
Editorial policy is determined by the editor. Any opinions which
th e m a tte r of an “offensive
appear unsigned are those of the majority of the Lawrentian edito
soccer coach” who w as
rial board.
overly ab u siv e to w ard s his
Letters to the editor are welcome and encouraged. The editor
play ers. P e rh a p s Mr. B h a tt
reserves the right to edit for style and space. Letters must be sub
should reso u rce his ex am 
mitted by 5 p.m. on Sundays prior to publication to the Information
ples before m ak in g such
Desk, m ailed to the above address, or e-m ailed to
u n p ro fessio n al re m a rk s
“lawrentian@lawrence.edu”.
like callin g Ms. P ro cto r a
Editor.......................................................................................Charley Shaw
“p a th e tic r a t.” In ta lk in g to
Managing Editor....... :....................................................... Brian B. Bartel
Ms. P ro cto r on th e m a tter,
News Editor..................................................... John Drake, Neal Riemer
she re la te d to me th a t she
Features Editor
Tamara Amick
called th re e p lay ers on th e
Editorials Editor...................................................................Hrushit Bhatt
soccer te am to ask ab o u t
Photography Editor........................................................... N atasha Breen
th e coach’s (Doug P a u l’s)
Sports Editor
Josh Hobson
behavior. All th re e replied
Copy Editor..........................................................
Erik Brubaker
th a t Mr. P au l w as not an
Layout E ditor..................................................................... Joshua Nichols
Circulation M anager..............................................................Aaron Marrs
overall problem for th e soc
Contributing Staff
Annie Dude, Heather Antti,
cer team m em bers. W hile
.................................................. Melanie Iwamoto, Shandra Feldthouse
som e p lay ers did q u it th e

T

L

C h a d F reeburg

team a t th e begin n in g of
th e season, th ey w ere all
freshm en who realized col
leg iate soccer w as not for
them . It seem s th a t Ms.
P roctor did look into th e
m a tter, Mr. B h att.
Mr. B h a tt’s o th er m ain
exam ple, Ms.. S pears,
brings up a point th a t I am
su re th e e n tire school is
tire d of h e a rin g about. Mr.
B h a tt’s accusations
to w ard s Ms. S p ears not
only com pletely m iss th e
p oint of h is article b u t are
also not proven. It is poor
jo u rn a lism w hen Mr. B h a tt
com plains of Ms. S p ears
labeling him as “evil and
d um b,” th e n tu rn s around
an d a tta c k s Ms. S p ears in
th e sam e m anner. In one
article, Mr. B h a tt describes
Ms. S p ears as “idiotic,”
“crude an d u n ju stifia b le ,”
“d isg u stin g an d cow ardly,”
“a fool,” “p rejudiced,” and
h aving “th e rab id ra n tin g s
of [a] m oron.”
A gain, Mr. B h a tt’s m ain
deficiency is th a t he never
backs up his opinions w ith
fact. T hough he com pletely
goes off th e subject to
a tta c k Ms. S p ears, he nev
e r gives a su p p o rtab le re a 
son for his dislike of th e
professor. Mr. B h a tt w rites

th a t Ms. S p ears “re so rts to
th e classroom ... to p e rp e t
u a te h e r th in k in g ,” noting
one of Ms. S p e a rs’ th ird te rm psychology classes as
h is exam ple. Mr. B h a tt
s ta te s th a t Ms. S pears
used one of his ed ito rials
as an exam ple of poor w rit
ing. I w as in th e class th a t
Mr. B h a tt sp eak s of and
h is artic le s w ere never
used as an exam ple.
W hile Mr. B h a tt’s a r ti
cle raises a good point as
to th e q u a lity of th e cu r
re n t L a w re n tia n , he should
a tte m p t to give clear and
research e d exam ples for
every accusation he m akes.
In add itio n , it h a rd ly helps
h is p oint w hen he re so rts
to nam e-calling, w hich is
in its e lf an exam ple of a
poor ed ito ria list. A final
com m ent: if th e L a w re n t
ian is to be “m ore con
cerned ab o u t re p re se n tin g
th e tr u th ,” as Mr. B h a tt
w rites, he should follow his
own advice and do so.If he
cannot, th e n p e rh a p s he
should resign.
-John D rake

f. *
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The Lawrence Difference: rhetoric or reality?
by

H r u s h it B h a t t

In the hundred and fifty
grand years of Lawrence’s
history, the term “The
Lawrence Difference” has
been used, abused and tossed
around by the administration
as if it were mere rhetorical
confetti. There has been little
or no elucidation of the term ’s
meaning or significance. The
fact that there have been very
few attem pts to delve into the
depths of the Lawrence Dif
ference makes one wonder
about the nature of it. Does it
exist or is it another one of
our beloved adm inistration’s
bombastic exclamations?
What really constitutes The
Lawrence Difference?
I think the Lawrence Dif
ference does exist, and very
tangibly so. More accurately,
the Lawrence Difference is
the collective for the mosaic
of little Lawrence Differences
th at make it up. It would be
wrong, however, to assume or
propose th a t the Lawrence
Difference can have only posi
tive connotations. The
Lawrence Difference lies in
the little things th at charac
terise life at LU; most good,
some bad. It reminds one of
the girl in the nursery
rhyme—when she was good,
she was very, very good, but
when she was bad, she was
terrible.

I mean, on w hat other
campus does the wind blow
from every direction at the
same time? And not everyone
is afforded the opportunity of
watching cute little raccoons
amble up and down East
John Street and pick away at
garbage bags, looking for culi
nary treasures. And how
about those all too frequent
power cuts th a t bring things
to a grinding halt on cam
pus—reminding us, most cer
tainly, about how things must
have been during war-torn
years. And where else does an
adm inistration conveniently
forget about a gas leak in a
certain fraternity’s kitchen on
the day the electricity goes
off? I may be going out on yet
another limb here, but maybe
potentially combustible sub
stances should be used with
caution and inspected fre
quently so as to avoid unnec
essary death and, of course,
the age old American tradi
tion of litigation. Technology
most certainly is a plus, but
everyone should definitely
look before they leap—
w hether it be into gas stoves
or networking technology,
another marvel of the digital
age th a t seems to be eluding
all the gray m atter at com
puter services. And then are
all those things th a t are per
petually shrinking on cam
pus—the size of the beef burritos at the grill and the sup

ply of parking spaces relative
to their demand (th at’s right,
I am an economics major).
I think every one of us can
admit to the thrill of danger
and progressive movement
th at we experience when we
stand in the rec center and
become a part of geophysical
transformations and earthshaking developments. While
on the subject of the architec
tural features th a t LU boasts,
one cannot fail to mention the
remarkable and eye-catching
diversity th at is displayed by
Lawrence edifices. A space
age Buchanan-Kiewitt Recre
ational Center stands not too
far from a decrepit and run
down Brokaw Hall. The
youthful exuberance of the
Wriston Art Center chal
lenges the stolid monotony of
the Memorial Union. The jailhouse look of Plantz and Colman is a pleasant cbntrast
when compared with the dig
nified grace of Ormsby. A
toaster box of a library com
petes with the unsightly and
gawky looking Youngchild for
the position of ugliest build
ing on campus. The solemn
congruity of the quad disguis
es its underlying chaos, ju st
as the majestic facade of the
pillars of Sage Hall conceals
their true metallic hollow
ness.
There are several facets of
the Lawrence Difference th at
are integral to its make-up.

There is the laudable convo
cation series th a t brings
renowned members of the
American and global intelli
gentsia to share their views
with us lowly Law rentians at
the hallowed Chapel—the
likes of A rthur Schlesinger,
Cornel West and H arry Wu
are members of this presti
gious club.
The easy accessibility of
professors is yet another hall
m ark of the Lawrence Differ
ence. LU professors always
find the time for their stu 
dents—w hether it be for
brews at the VR, random dis
cussions, a pat on the back or,
as is often the case, some
well-deserved ear-pulling.
Academics at LU display a
passionate and unmatched
understanding of their stu 
dents (a lesson th a t the folks
at the business office would
benefit from). Some of them
are even nice enough to offer
the choice of a smoking exam
room for those of us th a t can
bear to suffer th a t loathsome
habit.
The fundamental element
of the Lawrence Difference,
however, is the existence of
the Viking Room. How many
other campuses provide a
cozy and comfortable campus
bar for their students? A
classy joint with wood panel
ing, Lawrence memorabilia
adorning the walls and the
warm th of a crackling fire,

which adds a homely cheery
to the place. The VR boasts a
wide selection of beers,
imports, domestic and micro
brews. Smiling bartenders
stand behind the bar, and
every once in a while a pretty
blonde one graces the night.
This plethora of friendly bar
tenders is ever ready to make
you the drink of your choice,
sometimes accompanied with
bartender’s favours (well-pro
portioned cocktails, discounts,
freebies, etc.) The VR makes
life at Lawrence so much eas
ier for the “21 Club.” It
enables one to enjoy the
w arm th of a nightcap with
one’s friends without having
to brace the wintry elements
of Appleton, without having
rednecks with foul breath and
Packer attire peering over
one’s shoulder and being
bewildered about one’s
accent. It is indeed unfortu
nate, however, th a t this key
feature of the Lawrence Dif
ference is not taken advan
tage of by enough members of
the community th a t are of
legal age. Those of you under
the age of twenty-one will
have to wait before tasting of
the true Lawrence Difference,
but the rest of you should get
out of those dreary dorm
rooms and th a t even drearier
library and learn to have
some fun. Jawohl, jawohl!

Term II is your chance to join
the Lawrentian staff as Arts
and Entertainment editor!
F rom R iv e r v ie w to H arper, L a w re n c e
liv e s an d b r e a th e s th e a rts. N e x t term ,
w e n e e d so m eo n e to c o v e r th e a rts b e a t
from fu n k to b a lle t. A lso ea rn m on ey*
w h ile g a in in g v a lu a b le j o u r n a lis t ic
e x p e r ie n c e a n d m e e t in g d o z e n s o f
in te r e s tin g p e o p le . J u s t th in k o f all
th e fu n y o u ’d b e h av in g !
-

Symphony
Jazz
Theatre
Festivals
Personalities
Post-recital buffets
Perspective

Get th at application
in today!
‘ money n. - what you want and need.
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International students adjust to Lawrence
____________continued from page 4

there is more studying based
on research,” said Mitha.
“In Russia all finals are
oral,” said Demin, “and the
professor asks you about the
whole class. Sometimes it can
last for four or five hours.
This way they really te s t
what you know. Here some
times there isn’t enough tim e
to write down everything you
know and if th e professor
would have asked you, you
would have told them .”
Some students may expe
rience difficulties related to
living environm ents. At tim es
there may be problems when
students who come from
small ru ral com m unities
arrive in a large urban envi
ronment or, conversely, peo
ple move from an urban envi
ronment to a distinctly rural
environm ent. One stu d e n t
observed, “Appleton’s such a
small place. Back home we
have more night life, more
social life.” And in the end,
it’s ju s t not home. Demin
said, “The internet saves me.
I ju st came here to study. I’m
100% sure th a t I’ll go back to
Russia. I feel like I’m a guest
here.”
Several stu d en ts also
expressed fru stra tio n w ith
the lack of knowledge some
Americans have about other
parts of the world. One in ter
national stu d e n t said, “A
common joke am ong the
international students is the
questions we get asked: ‘Do
you have electricity? Do you
still travel on elep h an t
back?”’
“Some people have never
left America. They don’t know
or understand any other peo
ple,” noted Demin.
All of these linguistic and
social issues lead up to w hat
is known as culture shock.
Any person who lives abroad
for any length of tim e will
inevitably be confronted with
culture shock. It is usually
described as a th ree stage
process. When a stu d en t first
arrives in the host country,
he or she may experience a
kind of euphoria, w here
everything different in the
new culture is viewed as
interestin g and exciting.
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After a while, however, the
person usually begins to grow
irritated w ith those things
th a t are different from his or
her native country, and the
appeal begins to w ear off. The
person begins to wonder why
the host country cannot sim
ply do things the way they
are done back home. This
stage is usually known as the
crisis period.
People tend to fall into one
of two categories during the
crisis period: they eith er
reject the host culture entire
ly or embrace it w holeheart
edly. When people reject the
h ost cu ltu re, they m ight
become highly critical of th a t
culture. They see it as some
how deficient, and th e ir
native cu ltu re as in n ately
better. Such students m ight
stop atten d in g events in
order to insulate themselves,
talk negatively about the host
culture, or in extrem e cases,
even leave to retu rn home.
Conversely, those who
embrace the host culture may
do so to the point of rejecting
th eir own culture, even criti
cizing aspects of th eir home
countries. Dean L auter said,
“You will hear some people
talking about how terrible it
is in th eir own culture, and
particularly if it’s in this time
period where the crisis state
of culture shock is likely to be
occurring, you know th a t per
son’s got some resolution
ahead of them .”
The next stage is resolu
tion, and it occurs when a
student understands the dif
ferences between the two cul
tu re s and recognizes th e
validity of both ways of doing
things. Most students usually
arrive at this stage when they
can finally achieve an under
standing and enjoym ent of
th e new culture. However,
once a student retu rn s to his
or her own culture, the same
process occurs once again,
known as reverse culture
shock. The person will initial
ly be very excited to retu rn
home; then the novelty wears
off and the process continues
until eventually he or she is
able to function in either soci
ety capably.
C ulture shock does not
alw ays have sever effects.
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However, some stu d en ts
experience culture shock so
severely th a t they have diffi
culties sleeping and eating,
lose all tim e organization or
even w ithdraw from contact
w ith other people.
“It becomes very serious at
th a t point. When th a t hap
pens, they need to be talking
w ith someone,” said Lauter.
The worst stages of cul
tu re shock usually h it inter
national
stu d e n ts
at
Lawrence at the w orst time,
ju st at the m idterm exam and
paper crunch. Dean L auter
has done some train in g with
the hall directors and RLAs,
helping them to recognize
both th e signs and conse
quences of culture shock. For
students who do not suffer
serious effects, it is helpful to
be able to talk w ith others
about some of th eir difficul
ties adjusting. It is also
im portant for these students
to continue to be involved in
outside activities so th a t they
do not w ithdraw from others.
“Most
people
work
through it fairly easily,” said
Lauter. “In fact, in the 27
years I’ve been working with
in ternational stu d en ts here
at Lawrence I can only think
of two cases where it’s become
so serious th a t a student had
to go home; most of them do
work through it.”
Law rence In tern a tio n a l
has been a
very effec
tive organi
zation
to
help
s tu 
dents deal
w ith some
of
these

issues.
Before o th 
er freshmen
arrive
on

are covered, including immi
gration, financial and acade
mic issues. The career center,
health and counseling center
and the w riting lab usually
also make presentations.
Although the orientation does
not completely prevent cul
ture shock, many internation
al students say th a t it helps.
To overcome th e crisis
stage, a person m ust inte
grate information about the
host culture w ith his or her
own
background,
and
through th a t integration, a
person is able to learn a lot.
L au ter stated , “I t’s an
inevitable thing to happen
and it has some very positive
aspects because it is a p art of
the
grow th process, of
encountering a new culture
and going through a period of
self development so th a t you
can cope with and function
effectively in th a t new cul
ture; th a t’s a very positive
thing to have happen.” Demin
compares living abroad and
returning back home to Pla
to’s cave analogy: “A person
leaves the cave and now
begins to u n d erstan d and
comes back and sees his
friends who still believe w hat
they see is real but they’re
ju st shadows. It’s hard to live
abroad but it’s a good experi
ence to have.”
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The turkey part may be new, but surrounding yourself with loved ones and
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as we grow in the faith and fellowship o f Jesus Christ.
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